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DAYTON, Ohio, December 3, 1974 --- The University's Sigma Xi Club was 
recently promoted to chapter status by the Assembly of Delegates to the 75th 
National Meeting of Sigma Xi, a national organization for the promotion of 
research. 
Currently there are only about 140 chapters in the United States. 
"This recognition by the Society, ';' points out Professor John McCloskey 
(mathematics), UD Sigma Xi president, "is basically a tribute to the 
University as a whole for the leadership it has shown in the field of research 
in engineering and the sciences." 
"However," he continues, "this recognition must also be shared with the 
individual faculty and staff members who have devoted their talents and 
abilities to create the atmosphere for scientific inquiry that exists upon 
the campus today." 
Because the main objective of the society is to promote research, 
membership is limited to persons who have done research. Two members of the 
society must nominate a potential member, who then undergoes consideration 
for approval by the national board. 
UD's chapter has about 120 members. Approximately half of these members 
are from the University; the remaining members are from area industry and 
research fields. Ordinarily, membership begins in a university and branches 
out as people leave for jobs in industry. Usually members want to retain 
membership in the society. 
Sigma Xi is a unique professional organization in that it does not 
limit itself to one field. Being a society to promote research, it cuts 
across a wide cross-section of fields, commonly embracing the sciences, 
engineering, and psychology. 
Meetings for the chapter, usually held about 6 or 7 times in the academic 
year, feature a variety of speakers who are fairly well renowned in their 
fields and are also entertaining. Because of the variety of fields 
encompassed by the group, the speakers must appeal to a highly educated 
mixed audience. 
The officers for the present term are: John W. McCloskey (mathematics). 
president; Arthur Z. Kovacs (technical studies and services), vice president; 
Albert V. Fratini (chemistry), treasurer; Charles J. Ritter (geology), 
secretary. 
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